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STBITZTOWN. 


Cor..  A.  Fr.vn’k  Ski.t/.kk. 

During  the  past  week  I have  been  besieged  by  reporters  of 
both  the  local  and  foreign  papers  for  an  advance  e.xpre.'^sion  of 
opinion  upon  the  subject  that  has  been  assigned  to  me;  but  I 
invariably  refused,  because  what  I might  say  would  possibly 
be  dilTerent  from  the  jirinted  copy,  which  would  place  me  in  an 
embarrassing  position. 

The  sulT^ect  of  my  toast  is  a large  one,  covering  a vast  field 
— about  365  acres  and  126  perches,  neat  measure. 

It  may  seem  strange  and  startling  to  you  all  that  there  was  a 
time  wheu  there  was  no  such  place  as  Steit/.town  or  Lebanon, 
at  least  not  in  this  section.  If  tliere  was  such  a place  it  must 
have  been  somewhere  else,  and  known  by  a dilTeient  name: 
but  when  we  come  to  refiect,  we  are  met  by  the  .solemn  truth, 
which  may  furnish  food  for  rellection  for  the  olde.st  inhabitant, 
that  in  tlfe  days  of  .\dam  and  Lve  there  was  in  tiiis  whole 
county  of  Lebanon  not  a single  tenement. 

It  behooVes  us,  therefor,  to  consider  how  there  ever  came  to 
be  a place,  which  the  geographer  puts  down  as,  Lebanon. 

LK1!.\.N'().V’s  CoI.f.M  1!L'S. 

I find  in  searching  over  old  records  that  Lebanon  was  first 
discovered  by  George  Steit/.,  but  I don’t  wish  to  be  understood 
that  he  was  a personal  ac([uaintance  of  mine,  in  fact  I didn’t 
know  him  at  all . 

D I iXDssessed  the  age  which  is  so  gracefully  borne  by  some 
ot  my  triends  arouiul  this  festive  board,  ami  a host  of  others 
of  greater  or  lesser  lights  who  attend  all  the  bancpiets,  and 
with  refined  ])atience  watch  for  an  opn)ortunity  to  .say  some- 
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thnii;  in  response  to  toasts  that,  after  careful  revision . arc- 
printed' in  tlie  minutes  of  ihellistorical  Society;  I fl  possessed. 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  j-iersonal  exj)erience  of  the  aforesaid  friends, 

I uiiglit  be  able  to  do  justice  to  the  now  iiunA)rtal  Steitz.who 
in  the  da\s  of  yore  .sauntered . in  deep  ineditatibn  along  the 
hanks  of  the  picturesque  (Jnitta])ahilla,  wliostf  Ixibbliug  waters 
meandered  merrily  through  Xature'.s.  pathway,  untainted  by 
the  oil  ot  industry,  and  undamnied  iiy  mills  or  men. 

I have  not  joined  this  Historical  Society  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  getting  an  opitortun it\‘  ol  res;)onding  to  toasts,  and  partake 
of  annual  bam|Uets.  I want  to  I jam  ; I want  to  drink  deeplv 
of  the  wells  ol  information  that  ilow  so  Ireely  when  our  older 
Irrcthern  see  projx-r  to  unburflen  themselves.  I see  around  me 
to  night,  “ Hands  that  the  rod  of  empire  mighflTave  swayed  ; 
close  at  my  elbow  stir  their  lemonade." 

.\x  Immokt.m.  Xa.m!-;.  I 

The  name  of  ("leorge  Steit/  is  oneof  the  fewfiminortal  names 
that  was  not  born  to  die,  not  Oecaime  he  crossed  tlie  Alps  with 
Xa]M)leon  ; not  because  he  placed  hi.-,  name  high  upon  the 
scroll  of  fame  alongsiile  of  Cae.'-ar,  HaTinil)ai,  X'apoleon, 
Washington,  Lincoln  andthant:  not  becau-e  lie  made  import- 
ant discover'es  like  StevAii^,  d'esla,  Lidton,  I'dison  and  a host 
of  others  ; but  because  he  di'Covered  Lebanon.  It  was  called 
Steit/.a  or  Steit/town  then,  and  it  i-..  contended  by  some  histo- 
rians that  the  name  " Lebanon"  originated  by  some  friend  of 
Steitz,  who  eulogized  him  at  a baiu[net given  in  his  honor, 
when  he  said,  ‘‘  Ho  is  tsurn  Vorick  Steitz.  niaueh  er  laeben-ou 
fur  ewich,"  which  being  tran.'^lated  into  ICnglish,  means 
‘‘Here  is  to  George  Steitz,  may  he  live  on  forever.”  •Ami  it  is 
no  violent  presumption  to  say  that  the  prediction ' will  be  true. 
He  laid  out  this  city  in  as  beautiful  a valley  as  is  kissed  by 
the  sunlight  of  Heaven  ; for  when  the  Almighty  made  the 
Lebanon  \'alley,  He  smiled  upon  it,  and  His  smile  remains 
crystaliz.ed ‘oil  the  landscape. 

First  IT  hlic  ''Mkntion. 

..The  first  public  mention  of  the  name  of  George  Steitz.  was 
when  two  warrants  were  granted  December  19,  1737.  and 
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March  f7  M.  to  ('.eorgc  Stiiyts  ( alias  Stites, ) for  two  tracts 
of  land  situated  in  (jnitonilla  townsliip,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
ca>t|r,  one  coutainiiys^  acres  and  allowance  of  6 per  cent,  for 
road^ : and  the  other  lying  west  of  and  adjoining  the  first 

tract,  containing  52  acres  and  i2f>  perches  and  allowances,  or  a 
total  of  ;/>3  acres  and  123  perches  and  allowances,  for  which 
was  paid  a rental  to  the  proprietors  of  the  province  of  one-half 
penny  sterling  per  acre,  or  value  thereof  in  coin  current.  I'n- 
der  such  conditions  I might  buy  a lew  acres  myself. 

I.i:ii.\xc).\  (O' 

The  town  of  Lelianon  was  laul  out  alter  1753.  possibly  about 
173b.  In  1733  the  roail  to  Lancaster  was  constructed. 

In  the  days  of  old  as  I have  been  told,  Lebanon  had  main- 
guaint  suburbs  and  latulniarks  bearing  euphonious  names. 

First  in  order  comes  the  historic  Gens  ]*!clc.”  which  was 
located  north  of  Willow  and  Seventh  streets,  and  derived  its 
name  from  the  many  geese  that  lived  there. 

Tlien  there  was  tiie  " Wasser  Goss.”  located  in  the  neigh- 
l)or!iood  of  Cnml)erlaml  ami  Spring  streets,  where,  on  cold 
winter  nights,  when  the'w, iter  was  one  fro/.eh  sheet,  “youth 
and  beauty  would  meet  to  chase ’the  glowing  hours  with  dying 
tee* . ' ’ ♦ 

That  ]xirt  i.)f 'Xortli  Xintli  street  between  the  Reading  rail- 
road and  Churcii  street  was  known  as  “ t )cksa  Harrick  “ or 
“G\  Hill.- 

'file  portion  of  the  town  at  the  south  end  ol  Xinth  street 
was  called  “Texas."  jirincipally  on  account  ot  its  climate  : 
tor  it  tradition  is  to  be  relied  upon,  there  was  many  a “hot 
time  in  the  old  town"  at  that  place. 

1 he  southeastern  jiortion  aliout  the  neighborhood  of  Filth 
and  Chestnut  streets  was  called  “Klapboaril  Steddle,  ’ aud  the 
residents  near  the  old  cauul  were  called  “ Canal  Stedtler.” 

('t.xci-;  .\  Si;.\noKT. 

It  ma\'  not  be  known  that  Lelianoii  was  a seaport  at  one 
time.  1 he  commerce  ot  the  Fast  and  West  passed  over  the 
I nioii  (.anal,  the  oklest  canal  in  the  I’nited  otates.  .Mariners 
wont  to  .stop  at  Lebanon  and  linger  as  their  argosies 
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passed  this  place.  Strange  tales  were  told  of  ru^-sterions 
wrecks,  and  of  pirates  descending  upon  the  peaceful  crafts 
that  were  moored  in  tlie  basin,  and  it  i^  even  rumored  that 
pirates  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  neighllorhood  of  the  Court 
House  ; but  I want  it  to  be.  understood  that  this  is  no  reflec- 
tion on  the  lawyers. 

Thk  Ha/:i;i.  Dvki-;  Thkn. 

The  famous  “Hazel  Dyke’’  flowed  along  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  city,  and  legend  has  it  that  in  the  early  days 
of  Steitztown  it  was  a big  stream  of  water,  navigable  for 
small  steamers,  where  many  a sojourner  took  the  “ Ouittapa- 
hilla,’’  the  magic  Indian  name  of  the  pretty  little  steamer,  for 
Schaefferstown  or  Millersto.vn  ■ now  Annville),  for  which  they 
paid  their  fare  in  “fips  and  levies,’'  which  \T^e  then  the  circu- 
lating medium. 

Let  me  tell  you  the  “Hazel  Dyke  ’ is  noiv  ‘ out  of  sight;  ” for  - 
it  flows  through  the  city  underground.  ^ There  are  still  some 
schooners  to  be  found  along  the  site  of  the  ancient  stream,  but 
it  is  now  at  a brook — “ Honey  Brook.” 

Xo  doubt  George  Steitz  intended  that  Lebuion  should  have 
]mre  water,  broad  streets  and  sewers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the 
latter  will  come  within  the  ne.xt  century. 

Xami-:  for  Stki-:kt. 

There  really  ought  to  be  an  avenue  named  “Steitz.”  I 
can  not  suggest  that  the  names  of  Cumberlaiul  or  Lehman 
streets  be  changed  because  the  street  railway  company  might 
object;  and  some  litigants  can  tell  how  long  it  takes  to  get  a 
verdict  for  something  less  than -costs  to  repair  colossal  damages. 

Rythmic  Flights. 

The  beautifitl  addition  to  Lebanon  known  as  “The 
Heights,’’  owned  and  posses.sed  by  my  friends,  the  Lights, 
ought,  me  thinks,  by  rights,  to  be  called,  “The  Steitz.’’  (Par- 
don poetic  flights.) 

Ox  thl:  Watkk  Question. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Steitz  did  not  settle  the  water  ques- 
tion. The  Quittapahilla  was  all  right  for  bathing  purpo.ses, 
but  where  did  he  expect  us  teetotalers  to  secure  our  drinks  . 
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The  contentiou  of  the  northern  statesmen  is  that  the  waters  of 
the  Swatara  or  the  gorges  of  the  Blue  Mountains  are  the  only 
sources  which  should  supply  the  city  ; while  the  southerners 
fontend  for  a mixed  drink,  a concoction  of  South  Mountain, 
Hammer  Creek  and  Poplar  Run. 

The  Steitz  Club. 

The  conflict  of  Councils  over  this  vexed  question  and  many 
others  might  drive  some  of  us  to  despair  were  it  not  for  the 
comforts  furnished  at  the  “ Steitz  Club,”  where  the  memory 
of  George  Steitz  is  daily  revered,  and  the  northern  and  south- 
ern statesmen  drop  their  sectional  differences  and  admit  that 
George  Steitz  ‘‘was  a jolly  good  fellow,  which  no  one  can 
deny.” 

The  H1STORIC.A.L  Society. 

The  Historical  Society  of  Lebanon  County  is  to  be  com- 
mended for  its* work  in  preserving  the  memory  of  the  founders 
of  our  communities  and  nation.  It  fosters  a spirit  of  patriotism 
and  preserves  the  landmarks  of  our  progress. 

Prof.  Keppen,  the  historian,  to  whose  matchless  lectures  I 
listened  at  my  Alma  Mater,  and  whose  ashes  repose  on  the 
classic  shores  of  Greece,  opened . his  course  with  these 
words  : ” Gentlemen,  hi.storyis  one  grand  epic  poem,  and  the 
dates  are  post  houses  where  the  Fates  change  hor.ses,  then 
ride  over  Empires  and  over  States.” 
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MY  IMPRESSIONS  OF  LEBANON. 


BY  Hon.  M.arlin  E.  Olmsted,  M.  C.,  Harrisburo,  Pa. 

It  has  not  been  made  clear  to  me  whether  the  impressions 
that  I am  to  express  are  those  relating  to  the  city  or  to  th-e 
county.  A certain  clergyman  much  given  to  the  use  of  the 
phrase,  “Men  and  Brethren,”  was  asken  by-a*committee  of  la- 
dies why  he  never  referred  to  the  gentler  sex.  “ Oh,”  said  he, 
“that  is  a general  term.  When  I say  meq|and  brethren  T em- 
brace the  ladies.”  “ Oh,  doctor,’’  cried^ a pert  young  miss, 
“surely  not  in  church!”.  There  must,  of  course,  be  appropri- 
ateness in  all  things,  but  it  occurs  to  me  that  upon  an  occa- 
sion of  this  kind  the  county  maj-  with  entire  propriety  embrace 
the  city  and  therefor  when  I say  Lebanon,  I embrace  both. 

When  I received  the  invitation  to  be  present  on  this  delight- 
ful occasion  and  respond  to  this  particular  toast  my  tirst  im- 
.pression  was  that  Lebanon  is  gifted  with  e.xcellent  tact  and 
judgment.  It  must  be  pretty  wel|  known  that  my  impressions 
of  Lebanon  are  most  pleasant;  nor  time  nor  change  can  ever 
make  them  otherwise.  But,  in  any  event,  after  a Lebanon 
dinner  no  one  could  fail  to  have  a good  impression  of  Lebanon. 

As  I arise  from  this  magnificent  banquet— this  splendid 
feast  fit  for  the;Gods— enjoying  the  most  agreeable  society  and 
companionship  of  the  flower  and  chivalry  of  this  historic  coun- 
ty, my  impression  is  one  of  gratitude  and  thankfulness,  that  I 
did  not  live  in  the  time  of  Moses  and  that  I am  so  much  more 
highly  favored  than  he,  great,  law-giver,  meek  and  wise  though 
he  was.  We  are, told  in  the^Good  Book  that  Moses  prayed  to 
the  Lord  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  go  over  to  “ the  good 
land  that  is  beyond  Jordan,  the  goodly  mountain  and  Leba- 
non.” But  it  was  granted  him  merely  to  stand  upon  Pisgah’s 
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lofty  Summit  and  view  Lebanon  from  afar,  while  l am  permit- 
ted to  stand  in  the  midst  and  enjoy  the  fatness  thereof. 

♦ I What  bible  reader  has  not  been  thrilled  by  the  description 
I of  the  beautiful  White  Mountain  (which  the  word  Lebanon 
' signifies)  with  its  wonderful  forests  from  which  Solomon 
wisely  selected— its  wonderful  grow’th  of  trees,  which  led  the 
Psalmist  to  find  there  his  highest  exemplication  of  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  righteous  man,  of  whom  he  declared 
“he  shall  flourish  like  a cedar  of  Lebanon.’’ 

Aud-then  the  wonderful  valley  of  Lebanon,  the  most  fertile 
of  all  Syria, with  its  splendid  soil  and  crystal  waters;  but  verily 
the  Lebanon  of  old  w’as  not  comparable  to  its  modern  name- 
sake. There  was  and  still  is,  iron  and  lime  stone  in  that  grand 
old  mountain,  but  its  mineral  wealth  was  and  is  as  a drop  in 
the  bucket  compared  with  the  inexhaustible  riches  of  the 
Cornwall  ore  hills,  the  lime  stone,  marble  and  sand  stone 
quarries  of  modern  Lebanon.  And  then  the  old  scriptural  val- 
ley of  Lebanon,  fertile  and  productive  though  it  may  have 
been,  and  still  may  be  by  comparison  with  other  Syrian  lands, 
what  was  it*,  or  what  is  it<oday  in  comparison  with  this  splend- 
id, most  fertile,  most  productive,  most  picturestjue  and  most 
beautifiri  Lebanon  \’’alley,in  which  we  are  assembled  to  night.^ 
The  old  Syrian  valley  of  Lebanon  never  contained  2,560  w’ell 
cultivated  farms  as  our  valley  does  to-day  ; never  did  there  at 
one  time  graze  in  its  pastures  i ',325,301  head  of  live  stock  as 
there  did  in  this  county  according  to  the  census  of  1900,  only 
ten  goats  among  the  whole  population  and  not  a single  ass, — 
according  to  the  official  sworn  statistics  ; a record  almost  un- 
paralleled in  either  ancient  or  modern  times.  , Ancient  Leba- 
non may  have  been  a land  “overflowing  with  milk  and  honey,’ ’ 
but  modern  Lebanon  is  not  afraid  of  compari.son.  In  the 
matter  of  honey  1,157  swarms  of  busy  bees  worked  out, accord- 
ing to  the  last  census  report,  over  three  and  one  half  tons  in  a 
single  year, while  12,733  good  honest  cows  produced  6,628,024 
gallons  of  pure  milk.  Duly  watered,  according  to  greet  city 
standards,  there  is  no  telling  .how*  many  gallons  this  would 
have  made.  Certainly  it  was  never  e<iualled  in  the  ancient 
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valley.  The  oleomargarine  trust  is  attempting  to  stop  the. 
flow  of  milk  by  securing  the  repeal  of  the  Grout  bill  ; but  the 
Lebanon  county  cow  is  on  top  so  far.  As^  for  the  " milk  of 
human  kindness,”  my  impression  is  that  it^s  found  in  this  val- 
ley in  ine.xhaustible  quantity  and  that  oleothargarine  or  no 
oleomargarine,  Grout  bill  or  no  Grout  bill,  nothing  shall  di- 
minish its  never  failing  supply.  The  Bible  makes  no  mention 
of  eggs  in  the  ancient  valley,  but  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  in 
one  year  164,152  faithful  Lebanon  hens  produced  i ,015,230 
dozens  of  eggs  and,  after  the  manner  of  Lebanomtes,  not  to 
boast  until  the  deed  is  accomplished,  not  one  of  them  ever 
cackled  until  after  she  had  laid  her  egg.  With  eggs  at  forty 
cents  a dozen  in  the  market  this  item  has  an  important  bear- 
ing upon  the  welfare  of  the  people.  . 

Among. the  vast  productions  of  wheat,  corn,  oats  and  other 
cereals  I notice  53,800  bushels  of  rye  and  im  assured  by  those 
present  that  the  county  affords  an  abendant  quantity  of 
“rock”  to  go  with  it. 

The  only  thing  that  moves  me  to  tears,  in  considering  the 
recorded  statistics  of  this  wonderfully  productive  valley,  is  the 
contemplation  of  six  acres  devoted  to  the  culture  of  oniohs.- 

In  my  first  term  at  school  our  reading  class  was  given  an 
article  showing  the  effectiveness  of  beavers  when  working  in 
harmony.  It  was  entitled  “Union  is  Strength.”  I gave  to  t^ 
first  word  the  pronunciation  to  wiiich  its  spelling  seemed  to 
entitle  it  and  evoked  app’lause  from  my^ii^ow  students  and  caus- 
ed some  embarrassment  to  the  lady  . teacher.  My  impression 
has  always  been  that  I was  nearly  ri  ght.  My  impression 
based  on  experience  and  observatioa  is  that  every  inhabitant 
of  Lebanon  resembles  George  Washington  in  certain  re- 
spects. Nevertheless  the  record  shows  10,689  cherry  trees 
in  full  operation. 

The  old  Lebanon  for  which  Moses  longed  may  have  had  its 
milk  and » honey,  but  the  turkey  was  not  found  there,  nor  the 
cranberries,  nor  the  celery, nof  the  tomato, nor  the  strawberry, 
nor  the  tobacco, nor  many  of  the  luxurip  known  to  this  valley; 
so  that  it  would  have  been-  impossible  for  the  Historical  Soci- 
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ety  of  ancient  Lebanon  to  have  provided  such  a banquet  as 
ihis.  Then  as  to  the  water — are  not  the  Swatara  and  the 
• ^uittapahilla  equal  to  the  Kadisha  and  the  Litany  ? And  are 
iot  certain  other  liquids  that  I see  before  me,  superior  to  all 
the  waters  of  the  Syrian  valley  ? 

It  is  related  of  the  old  Lebanon  that  though  by  reason  of' its 
splendid  coloring  it  was  beautiful  from  afar,  nevertheless  upon 
a closer  approach  it  was  less  attractive.  It  was  one  of  those 
cases  where  “distance  lends  enchantment.’’  But  with  this 
modern  Lebanon  the  closer  one  gets,  the  more  it  is  appreciated 
and  the  more  beautiful  it  seems. 

I wonder  if  all  of  you  have  stopped  to  think  of  the  advant* 
ages  that  you  do  enjoy  here  fn  Lebanon  to  day.  In  the  first 
place  there  is  your  splendid  soil,  the  basis  of  all  prosperity, 
and  your  intelligent  and  thrifty  farmers  tilling  that  soil,  pursu- 
ing the  oldestj^  most  honorable  and  most  important  occupation 
known  to  man.  Then  there  is  your  great  mineral  wealth,  so 
almost  boundless  and  so  close  at  hand  apd  .so  familiar  to  you  all. 
I need  not  mention  it,  for  almost  within  the  sound  of  my 
voice,  testimony  is  borne  by  a thousand  smoke  stacks,  whose 
clouds  of  smoke  by  day  and  pillars  of  fire  by  night  continually 
do  rise.  'And  the  educational  advantages  which  you  possess  ; 
I think  perhaps  the  first  resident  of  Lebanon  whom  I ever  had 
the  pleasure  tp  meet,  was  Professor  Henry  Houck, ofLcially  con- 
nected with  that  magnificent  system  of  common  schools  for 
which  our  glorious  old  commonwealth  is  noted.  As  a part  of 
that  system  public  schools  are  scattered  throughout  every 
part  of  this  county.  Then  there  are  your  colleges  at  Ann- 
ville  and  Mj’erstown,  your  Chautauqua  and  your  scores  of 
other  educational  institutions.  And  what  beneficent  institu- 
tions they  are.  It  is  but  a century  or  two  ago  since  even  in 
old  Mother  England  the  ability  to  read  and  write  was  so  ex- 
ceptional and  the  possessor  of  that  ability  deemed  of  such,  im- 
portance to  the  pubhc,  that  their  lives  were  spared  and  they 
were  simply  burned  in  the  hand  for  offences  which,  when  com- 
mitted by  more  ignorant  persons,  were  punishable  by  death. 
Here  the  child  of  the  poorest  citizen  may,  if  he  will,  acquire  a 
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liberal  education.  Indeed,  under  onT  form  of  government; 
the  child  of  the  p'oore.sr,  is  perhaps  more  likely  than  the  child 
of  the  wealthiest,  to  rise  to  the  highes| position  in  the  land. 
In  the  great  race  for  life  it  is.  in  my  jndgm,ent,  better  for  a 
boy  to  have  been  l>orn  upon  a Lebanon  county  farm,  drinking 
in  health  and  patriotism  with  every  breath  of  this  pure  air  and 
every  draught  of  this  pure  water, than  to  have  been  born  heir  to 
millions,  in  the  greatest  city  in  the  land. 

Think  of  your  advantages  for  general  information.  A few 
years  ago  the  widow  of  the  greatest  general  the  world  has  ever 
known  told  me  that  when  she  and  the  future  President  of 
the  United  States  were  lovers,  Ulysses  wrote  to  her  one  week 
and  she  replied  the  ne.xt.  Letter  postage  was  twenty-five 
cents  and  neither  of  them  could  afford  that  expenditure  oftener 
than  once  a fortnight.  To  day,  the  anujpnt  of  money  in  circu- 
lation is  vastly  greater  per  capita  and  letter  postage  is  reduced 
to  two  cents  k 

More  than  that,  in  this  city  you  have,  for  years,  had  your 
mail  delivered  daily,  or  several  times  daily,  at  your  very  doors. 
That  convenience  is  now  being  e.xtended  into  the  country,  dis- 
tricts and  I trust  that  within  a short  time  every  farnrer  may 
have  his  daily  and  weekly  papers^  as  well  as  his  letters,  deliv- 
ered in  his  private  letter  box  at  his  own  door.  It  is  related 

that  one  of  the  early  Governors  of  Virginia  prayed  that  there 

« 

might  not  be  a public  school  nor  a newspaper  published  in 
that  State  for  one  hundred  years.  'You  have  three  splendid 
dailies  and  a score  of  weeklies  and  semi-weeklies,  gathering 
news,  not  only  from  all  parts  of  the  county , j>ut  throughont 
the  State  and  coiuitry,  spreading  it  l>efore;  you  in  convenient 
form,  keeping*  you  in  constant  touch  with  the  doings  of  your 
neighbors  and  informing  you  of  national  affairs  and  of  im 
portant  occurrences  throughout  the  entire  world.  All  the 
States^and  all  the  Nations  seem  strung  upon  the  telegraph  and 
telephone  wires  which  center  here,  pathways  for  that  mysteri- 
ous force  of  nature  transformed  into  a fleet  winged  mes.senger 
of  news  which,  when  jpurneying  westward,  outstrips  the  gold- 
en chariot  of  the  sun  and  reports  to  you,  in  the  morning,  im- 
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portant  events  of  easfern  lands  which  did  not  occur,  until  the 
I afternoon.  There  are  your  half  a thousand  manufacturing  es- 
[ tablishinents,  your  railroad  facilities,  your  constantly,  though 
I not  too  rapidly,  improving  roads  and  highways,  your  banks 
and  all  the  facilities  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  all  the  luxu- 
ries of  living  which  you  enjoy,  and,  above  all,  the  religious 
opportunities  afforded  the  good  people  of  Lebanon,  with 
churches  of  every  denomination  on  every  hand  ; excellent 
preachers  and  teachers  and  active  and  earnest  congregations. 
In  short,  whether  we  speak  of  the  harvest  of  the  field,  where- 
with to  feed  the  l>ody,  the  harvest  of  knowledge,  wherewith 
to  feed  the  mind,  or  the  harvest  of  religion,  wherewith  to  feed 
the  soul,  Lebanon  is  ever  bountifully  supplied.  Small  wonder, 
then,  that  among  her  citizenship,  worthy  descendants  of 
worthy  German,  Scotch  and  Saxon  ancestors,  we  find  that 
class  of  honest,  sturdy,  liberty  loving,  (.)od  fearing,  patriotic 
citizenship  upon  which  the  future  welfare  of  this  country  must 
depend.  Here  it  was,  in  this  town,  that  on  Saturday,  the  25th 
of  June,  1774,  the  people  met  and  unanimously  condemned  the 
action  of  Great  Britain  itijclosiug  the  port  of  Boston  and  de- 
clared,that  ‘we  shall  not  submit  to  unjust  and  iuit[uitons  laws, 
as  we  &re  not  slaves  but  free  men. ’’.and  that,  ‘ \ve  will  unite 
with  the  inhabitants  of  other  portions  of  our  country  in  such 
measures  as  will  preserve  to  us  our  rights  and  our  liberties.” 
The  patriotism  thus  tested  has  descended  from  .-.ire  to  .sou.  In 
the  Revolutionary  War,  in  the  Civil  W'ar  and  in  the  Spauish- 
American  War,  Lebanon  furnished  her  full  ipiota.  In  the  try- 
ing times  of  war,  the  loyalty  of  her  women  has  been  as  strong 
as  that  of  her  men — as  strong  as  that  of  the  young  lady  whose 
friends  were  trying  to  dissuade  her  from  marrying  her  lover  be- 
cause his  leg  was  shot  off,  she  said,  “if  they  had  shot  away 
James  and  lelt  only  his  leg,  I should  marry  that.”  It  is  due  to 
the  mothers, the  wives  and  the  sweethearts  of  Lebanon  .perhaps, 
as  much  as  to  the  fathers,  that  we  find  young  as  well  as  old  men , 
who,  in  every  sphere  of  life,  are  masters  of  the  situation.  I 
ahvays  loved  that  term;  it  implies  so  much.  True  mastery  is 
compact  ot  supreme  (lualities.  It  is  heroism,  it  is  culture,  it 
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is  enthusiasm,  it  is  faith,  it  is  endurance,  it  is- intelligence*  it 
is  unconquerable  will.  Whether  at  the  plow,  in  the  counting 
room,  in  the  factory,  in  politics,  in  busings,  at  the  bar,  in  the 
pulpit  or  upon  the  bench,  my  impression  is  that  Lebanon  has 
never  been  short  of  “masters  of  the  situation.” 

One  characteristic  of  Lebanon  people  is  that  they  are  hope- 
ful. Hopefulness  is  mighty  helpful.  Some  people  never  have 
it.  Too  many  are  like  that  Georgia  trucker  who  worried  •all 
one  day  because  he  feared  the  dry  weather  would  spoil  his 
watermelon  crop,  and  all  the  ne.xt  day  because  the  fine  show- 
ers which  came  during  the  night  made  his  vines  grow  so  fast 
that  they  were  wearing  the  melons  out  dragging  them  around 
over  the  ground.  My  impression  is  thatj^^banon  people  are 
contented.  Oh.  what  a blessing  is  contentment  ! But  we 
don’t  all  have  it.  There  was  a than  wiom  a friend  of  mine 
used  to  describe  as  a Connecticut  “chillea  Yankee,”  who  came 
down  into  Pennsylvania  with  a spelling  book  in  one  hand  and 
a halter  in  the  other,  not  knowing  until  he  got  here  whether  he 
would  teach  school  or  steal  a horse.  He  finally  settled  upon 
a Lebanon  county  farm,  but  soon  became  dissatisfied  because 
the  crops  were  so  big.  He  argued  that  they  must  be  hard  on 
the  soil.  Then  there  is  the  self-righteous-man,  who  always 
thinks  his  party,  his  country  and  his  State  and  everything  and 
‘everybody  else  in  the  wrong.  Nothing  suits  him.  One  of  that 
class  having  died  in  Boston  applied^for  admittance  at  the  gates 
of  Heaven.  St.  Peter,  who  knew  Elm,  hesitated  at  first;  but 
finally  said,  “Well,  you  may  come  in,  but  I am  sure  you  wont 
like  it.”  Lebanon  county  may  n 3t  be  in  all  respects  e.xaclly 
like  Heaven,  but  those  who  live  here  like  it.  I have  never 
seen  a Lebanon  man  who  wished  that  he  lived  any  where  else. 
But  I have  seen  many  outsiders  who  wished  that  they  lived  in 
Lebanon.  I know  that  nobody  who  lives  in  Lebanon  wants 
to  live-in  Dauphin,  because  I have  read  in  history  that  many 
years  ago  you  did  live  in  Datyphiu  but  kicked  against  building 
the  court  house  at  Harrisburg,  and  kicked  with  such  force  that 
the  Commissioners  refused  for  a time  to  assess  a tax  for  its 
construction,  and  you  kept  kicking  until  finally,  after  twenty 
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years,  the  Legislature  set  apart  a'portion  of  Dauphin  and  a 
|-portion  of  Lancaster  and  formed  the  present  county  of  Leba- 
I non  and  you  got  your  own  court  house.  You  came  near  living 
tin  Hamilton  county, but  I am  very  glad  that  the  Legislature  of 
1816  finally  gave  up  that  title  and  adopted  the  beautiful  name 
ot  Lebanon.  The  incident  I have  related  shows  that,  although 
Lebanonians  are  contented,  nevertheless  they  know  when  and 
how  to  kick  when  occasion  seems  to  require  it,  and  that  when 
they  do  kick  they  kick  effectively. 

Another  peculiarity  of  Lebanon  people  is,  as  I have  already 
suggested,  that  they  are  not  boastful.  Ij'ncoln  used  to  tell  of 
a steam  boat  with  a three-foot  boiler  and  a five  foot  whistle. 
Every  time  the  whistle  blew  the  boat  had  to  stop.„  A Lebanon 
man’s  boiler  is  always  fully  equal  to  the  capacity  of  his  whistle. 
If  he  makes  a promise  he  is  able  to  carry  it  out,  and  generally 
does.  But  he  don’t  boast  until  the  thing  is  accomplished. 

Then  there  are  the  ladies  of  Lebanon.  Nobody  could  fail 
to  be  impressed  by  them.  I wish  that  I had  the  time  and  the 
ability  to  say  all  that  I feel  upon  that  subject.  The  Arabs 
have  a proVerb  that,  “ Lkxi  could  not  be  everywhere  and  so 
-he  made  mother.”  Lebanon  mothers  are  all  that  mothers 
should  b*e  and  their  daughters  are  fairer  than  the  dawn. 

The  impres.sions  that  I have  suggested  are  those  only  which 
any  person  al  all  familiar  with  your  people  might  see, or  feel, or 
e.xpress.  But  as  for  myself,  thoughts  of  Lebanon  are  always 
so  filled  with.memories  of  personal  and  political  friendships,  ot 
generosity,  of  hospitality  and  of  big  majorities  that, personally, 

I am  unable  to  find  in  the  English,  or  any  other  language, 
words  sufficient  to  express,  ” My  Impressions  of  Lebanon.” 
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SIMEON  GUILFORD, 

Civil  Engineer  and  Iron  Master. 

A niOGRAPHlCAL  SKETCH. 

nv  J.  H.  Rkhskckek,  Ph.  M.,  LEiiAii<oN,  Pa. 

Born  in  iSoi  and  dying  in  1895,  there  .stretched  almost  one 
hundred  years  between  the  birth  and  death  of  Sfmeon  Guil- 
ford, whose  life  was  a most  remarkable  one?.  It  e.Ntended  al- 

it' 

most  across  the  nineteenth  century.  Beginning  with  Jeffer- 
,sc>n's  administration  it  continued  until  the  third  year  of  Cleve- 
land’s second  administration  and  was  coteraporaneous  with 
all  the  events  of  the  nineteenth  century — a century  into  which 
more  important  inventions  and  occurances  have  been  crowded 
than  all  the  years  which  preceded  it.  A few  mouths  before 
his  birth,  Jefferson  had  taken  the.-  oath  of  office  as  president 
of  the  United  States,  apd  two  yeats  later,  the  Louisiana  pur- 
chase was  consummated, which  addedtbat  vast  extent  of  terri- 
tory to  the  then  e.xisting  States.  L'nlton’s  efforts  to  propel 
boats  by  steam,  he  saw  crowned  with  success.  The  war  of 
1812  occurred  in  his  youth,  and  as  a young  man.h'e  saw  Lafay- 
ette when  he  visited  the  country  as  the  Nation's  guest.  He 
sawthe  failure  of  the  attempf  at  nullification  during  Jack.son’s 
adtpinistration ; took  an  active  part  in  our  first  public  improve- 
ments and  assisted  in  their  con.struction;  saw  the  introduction 
of  steam  failroads,  the  invention  of  the  electric  telegraph,  the 
establishment  of  the  daily  newspaper,  the  war  with  Mexico,  the 
discovery  of  gold  in  Califprnia,  the  rusl;  to  the  gold  fields,  the 
settlement  of  California  and  its  admission  as  a State— the  first 
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west  of  the  Missouri  river.  He  was  familiar  with  slavery  agi- 
tation, the  compromise  measures  of  1S50  and  the  events  which 
led  up  to  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  lived  through  those  four 
eventful  years  and  the  reconstruction  period,  and  saw  the  es- 
tablishment of  a sound  and  staple  currency,  so  good  that  when 
assailed  in  the  name  of  a great  party,  the  sane  men  0/  that 
party  the  country  over,  repudiated  its  doctrines. 

The  electric  light,  the  telephone,  the  phonograph,  the  elec- 
tric railway  and  the  wonders  of  electricity,  came  in  his  day. 
He  saw  the  union  of  seventeen  states  in  1801,  grow  to  forty-five 
in  iS94,an  increase  from  five  and  a half  millions  to  seventy 
millions,  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  united  by  iron  bands,  the 
country  gridiroued  by  railroads  and  a girdle  put  around  the 
world,  so  that  the  news  of  to  day  in  the  far^ast,  is  in  the  pa- 
pers to-morrow. 

Do  you  wonder,  then,  when  I say  his  life  was  a most  remark- 
able one?  It  is  given  to  but  few  men  to  have  lived  so  long  and 
in  such  an  age. 

Simeon  Guilford  was  born  Ln  Hampshire  county,  Mass., 
May  loth,  i8or,  and  was  the  youngest  son  of  Simeon  and  Ru- 
haiinah  ( Hayden)  Guilford.  His  ancestors  were  of  that  sturdy 
Ivnglish  stock  that  emigrated  to  Xew  England  in  1635.  His 
father  served  througliout  the  Revolutionary  war  in  the  Conti- 
nental army.  During  his  service  he  at  one  time  acted  as  clerk 
to  Geir.  Washington,  and  was  present  at  the  e.xecution  of  .Ma-’ 
jor  .-Vndre.  He  was  discharged  as  ensign  in  1783. 

Mr.  Guilford  was  what  is  termed  a “ Self-Made”  man  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  we  find  him  a rodman  in  a corps  of  engineers 
who  were  locating  the  Erie  canal  under  the  direction  of  Canvas 
White,  a noted  engineer  of  his  day.  After  the  completion  of 
his  work  in  Xew’  York,  became  to  Pennsylvania  where  the  de- 
mand for  similar  public  improvements  and  inland  water-wmys, 
was  strongly  advocated.  This  was  about  1824.  Mr.  White 
haying  been  .selected  as  chief  engineer  on  the  construction  of 
the  l.hiion  canal , connecting  the  Suscjuehanna  and  Schuylkill 
rivers  and  pa.ssing  through  Lebanon,  a distance  of  .seventy-two 
miles,  with  a branch  of  twenty-two  miles  in  length,  from  the 
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Union  Water  Works  along  the  Swatara  river  to  Pine  Grove  in 
the  Schuylkill  coal  regions,  Mr.  Guilford  was  selected  as  one  of 
his  assistants.  A piece  of  skillful  eugiiieeriug  for  those  days, 
was  the  construction  of  a tunnel  734  feet  ill  length,  through 
the  Gravel  Hill, about  one  mile  west  of  Lebanonahd  hard  by  a 
flight  of  sixteen  locks  to  carry  the  canal  to*the  level  of  the 
Swatara  river.  The  tunnel  was  probably  the  first  constructed 
in  the  United  States. 

While  engaged  in  the  work  of  construction  he  was  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  a change  in  the  location  of  the  route 
from  that  originally  selected  by  Mr.  White,  and  the  change 
was  adopted,  thereby  largelv  diminishing  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion. He  also  di.scovered  the  argillaceous  limestoue  near 
Stouchsburg,  along  the  liue  of  work,  from  wh-iclTt^e  hydraulic 
cement  used  in  the  locks  of  the  Union  canal,  was  prepared.  So 
great  was  the  discovery  of  this  cement  regarded  that  for  these 
services  and  economies,  he  was  presented  by»the  Canal  Com- 
pany with  a set  of  Reese’s  Cyclopedia  in  46  quarto  vqlumes  and 
complimentary  resolutions,  which  read  as  follows  : 

Presented  to 
SIMKOX  GUILFORD 

by  the  Union  Canal  Com  cany  of  Penn.svlvania 
in  pursuance  of  the  following  resolutions  adopted'  oh 
the  20th  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1825.  . 

“Resolved  by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Un- 
ion Canal  Comi’ANY  that  the  Pr^ident  be  directed 
to  procure  a set  of  Ree.se ’s  Cyclopedia  suitably  bound 
and  present  the  same  to 

SIMKOX  GUILFOR'D 

one  of  the  assistant  engineers  on  the  Union  Canal,  as 
a mark  of  their  approbation  for  the  important  services 
rendered  in  the  discovery  and  application  of  the  Black 
Hydraulic  Cement.’’ 

This  cement  plant  was  in  successful  operation  until  within 
tw’enty-five  years. 

Mr.  Guilford  soon  took  rank  among  such  distinguished  en- 
gineers as  Roberts,  Mitchell,-  Clinton,  Robinson,  Douglass, 
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Stricl<laud,  Kneas,  While,  J;  Kdgar  Thompson,  W'ierman, 
W'orral,  Miller  and  others. 

f In  May  1827  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  appointed 
|hiin  one  of  five  principal  engineers,  and  assigned  him  to  the 
Delaware  line,  which  extended  from  Bristol  to  Easton  where 
connection  was  made  with  the  Lehigh  Navigation.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  made  consultant  to  DeW'itt  Clinton,  who  with  Mr. 
Guilford,  had  been  ordered  to  survey  the  Juniata  from  west  of 
Harrisburg  to  Lewistown.  The  following  report  shows  that 
while  his  time  was  taken  with  other  work, he  still  gave  the  mat- 
ter attention,  as  consultant. 

To  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  : 
Gentlemen 

“In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
board, directing  Mr.  Clinton  and  myself  to  ‘make  further  exam- 
inations on  each  side  of  the  Juniata  between  the  mouth  of  that 
river  and  Lewistown,  in  order  to  ascertain  which  side  of  the 
river  is  most  favourable,  and  most  proper  to  be  adopted  for  the 
construction  of  a canal,’  I have  the;  honor  to  report  that  from 
an  e.xamination  of  the  North  and  South  sides  of  the  Juniata 
river,  from  Duncan’s  lower  island,  to  North’s  island,  near 
Millerstown,  I concur  with  Mr.  Clinton  in  the_jpiuion  that  the 
South  bank  of  the  Juniata  from  Duncan’s  to  North ’s  island,  is 
the  most  proper  to  be  adopted  for  the  location  of  the  canal 
I have  not  had  time  since  the  resolution  of  the  board  to  fur- 
nish the  surveys  on  the  Sus(iuehanna,and  make  further  e.xam- 
inations  on  the  Juniata  river  ; but  from  the  descriptions  given 
by  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  White  and  respectable  people  who  are 
ac(juaiuted  with  the  topography  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Juniata  above  Millerstown,  I believe  the  North  side  of 
the  Juniata  is  the  most  suitable  for- the  constructioai  of  the 
canal  above  that  place. 

Respectfully  submitted , 

Si.Mi:oN'  Giiu-'Okn, 

July  I,  1827.  Engineer. 

A month  later  we  find  him  engaged  on  a survey  from  the  vi- 
cinity of  Harrisburg  to  Northumberland.  C»ov.  Shultze  having 
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approved  an  act  providing  for  the  location  and  construction  of 
a canal  up  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  Mr.  Guilford  was  ap- 
pointed principal  engineer  the  same  year,  and,  in  less  than  a 
month  he  had  completed  a survey  of  both  sides  o^  the  river  from 
Clark’s  Ferry  to  Northumberland  and  reported  with  maps,  es- 
timates and  surveys  oh  79  miles  of  canal  besides  side  levels 
amounting  to  15  miles  more,  together  with  dams  across  the 
river  at  Sunbury  and  at  Penn’s  creek  and  a bridge  at  Duncan’s 
island,  which  is  attested  by  a memorandum  in  the  field  book  of 
Hother  Hage.  one  of  his  a.ssistant  engineers.  Mr.  Hage  says: 

“June  26,  1827,  Mr.  Guilford  went  to  Harrisburg  from  Hali- 
fax to  deliver  Maps,  Estimates  and  Report  of  the  above  two 
canals,  having  located,  surveyed,  plotted,  estimated  and  report- 
ted  79  miles  of  canal,  since  the  31st  of  May,  1 85 7ll*besides  side 
levels,  alterations,  etc.,  amounting  to  nearly  10  or  15  mile.s 
more  in  the  space  of  less  than  four  weeks.”  iThe  reason  for 
the  great  hurry  was  to  comply  with  some  action  pf  the  Board  of 
Canal  Commissioners.  He  remained  on  the  work  two  years 
and  before  quitting  the  line  in  1829,  he  was  tendered  a public 
dinner  and  presented  with  a pair  of  large  silver  pitchers  appro- 
priately inscribed  as  follows  : 

Presented  tc 

SIMEON  GUILFORD,  ESo.. 
late  Principal  Engineer  of  the  Susquehanna  Division 
of  the  Penna.  Canal,  on  his  retiring  from  office,  by  a 
number  of  Contractors  8i  Citizens, residents  on  the  line 
of  Canal,  as  a token  of  the  respect  they  entertain  for 
his  Abilities  as  an  Engineer,  and  his  deportment  as  a 
Gentleman. 

He  was  called  on  yarious  subsequent  occasions  to  make  sur- 
veys, locate  lines  and  render  estimates  of  proposed  improve- 
ments, among  which  were  the  Conestoga  river,  the  Cordorus 
creek,  locks  and  dams,  and  similar  work  on  the  Rancocus creek, 
in  New  Jerse'y*,  and  the  Sandy  and  Beaver  Canal  and  reservoir 
in  Ohio.  , 

About  1 830,.  he  discovered  the  celebrated  Chestnut  Hill  iron 
ore  on  the  Greider  farm  near  Columbia  whic'li, with  three  other 
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fine  deposits  of  hematite  ore  in  Lebanon  county, were  owned  by 
him  and  siicce.ssfully  worked  for  a number  of  years. 

In  I S3 1 he  formed  a partnership  with  Dr.  George  X.  Eckert, 
|and  erected  Swatara  Furnace, in  the  Swatara  Valley,  Schuylkill 
county,  where  they  mauufacturad  charcoal,  pig  iron  and  such 
castings  as  stoves,  water  pipes,  etc.,  in  large  quantities.  The 
furnace  reiuained  in  operation  until  1853  In  1855.  with  such 
well  known  citizens  as  John  Krause.  Jefferson  Shirk,  Gen. 
John  Weidman  and  Levi  Kline,  he  organized  the  Dudley  Iron 
Co.,  for  the  erection  and  oparatiou  of  an  Anthracite  Furnace, 
in  the  western  part  of  Lebanon.  It  was  built  and  operated 
for  a number  of  years. when  it  was  sold  to  Robert  W.  Colennn, 
who  changed  the  name  to  Donaghmore.  It  was  in  operation 
many  years,  but  was  dismantled  some  ten  years  ago. 

After  retiring  from  the  manufacture  of  iron,  he  spent  a part 
of  several  years  in  Illinois,  superintending  some  landed  in- 
terests whiclfhe  had  acquired,  and  investigating  the  coal  for- 
mation of  that  State.  P'or  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  he 
had  retired  from  active  participation  'in  affairs,  devoting  much 
of  his  time  to  his' favorite  studies— geology,  mineralogy  and 
the  sciences. 

Mr.  Guilford  was  a man  of  strong  and  decided  convictions, 
and  while  not  a politician  ’in  the  present  restricted  sense  of 
the  word,  he  took  a deep  interest  in  all  public  affairs.  1843  he 
received  the  nomination  of  the  Whig  party  for  the  offfce  of 
Canal  Commissioner,  an  office  of  great  importance  at  the  time 
the  State  owned  public  waterways,  but  the  Democratic  party 
being  then  in  the  majority,  he  failed  of  an  election.  He  took 
a lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  our  Municipality  and  was 
elected  chief  Burgess  in  1855,  serving  two  years.  When  the 
water  was  introduced  into  Lebanon  and  the  engineer  in  charge 
for  some  reason  best  known  to  the  council,  retired,  at  the 
public  request  he  took  charge  of  the  work,  completing  it  to  the 
sati.sfaction  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Guilford  came  to  Lebanon  about  i S24, immediately  iden- 
tifying himself  with  the  interests  of  the  town  and  for  almost 
three  quarters  of  a century  was  prominent  in  its  affairs.  Se- 
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curing- the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  community  in  earlv 
life,  he  held  it  unbroken  to  the  end. 

He  was  a man  of  fine  presence,  courtly  in  manner,  always 
accessible  and  particularly  helpful  wit'.i  wise  couifsel  and  ad- 
vice. A writer  in  the  “Daily  Xews”. thus  bears  testiiiiony  to 
this  fact.  He  says,  “He  was  especially  kind  and  considerate 
to  young  men  as  the  writer  knows  by  actual  experience. 
Many  years  ago,  when  f[uite  a > oung  man, we  learned  to  kno  w 
him.  His  sweet  manners,  gentle  ways,  his  equible  disposition 
and  kindly  aid  and  counsel,  were  always  an  inspiration  and  an 
attempt  to  do  good. 

Mr  Guilford  was  married  in  i Syr  to  Catharine  IC  Doll,  a 
grand-daughter  of  Judge  Andrew  Graff,  of  Lancaster,  and  a 
ward  of  Win.  Moore,  thispJace,  first  banker  in  tlie^Lebanon 
\’alley,  and  one  of  the  founders  and  first  president  of  the  now 
Lebanon  National  Bank,  and  had  surviving  thr4e  children. 
Dr.  Wm.  M.  Guilford,  Lebanon;  Dr.  S.  H Guilford.  Phila- 
delphia. and  Robert  IL  CVuilford,  Shelbyville,  III'.  His  wife 
died  October  S,  1S5.S. 
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ALBERT  C.  RIGLE^. 


Ai.hkkt  C.  Rk'.lkk  was  born  in  Annville,  Oct.  i8,  rS4g, 
a son  of  George  and  Mary  Rigler.  His  education  was  attain- 
ed in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, and  in  the  Lebanon 
\ alley  Institute  (Annville  Academy,)  ending  in  the  Lebanon 
X'allcy  College,  of  the  first  graduating  class  of  which,  in  1S70, 
he  was  a memlier.  Soon  after  his  graduation  he  entered  tlie 
office  of'  the  Lebanon  Manufacturing  Co.,  where  he  remained 
until  1877,  when  he  became  teller  of  the-rMinville  National 
Bank,  which  position  he  filled  totheday  of  his  death,  Feb. 
26,  1904,  making  his  span  of  life  55  yeaij^. 

Mr.  Rigler  took  a leading  part  in  the^work  of  St.  Paul’s 
Lutheran  Church  of  his  town,  and  filled  various  offices  in  that 
congregation  and  its  Sunday  School.  He  was  for  many  years 
a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,and,  both  in  his  demeanor  and  in 
contact  with  others  fully  exemplified  the  principles  of  that 
order  — F’l'iend ship , Love  and  Truth.  As  a citizen  he  took  an 
active  part  in  the  various  political.movemehts  in  the  county, 
but  never  iu  a bigoted,  or  merely  partisan,  way.  Reared  in  an 
‘intelligent,  refined  and  cultured  family, his  interest  was  ahv^ivs 
in  the  direction  of  educational  progress.  He  took  special  in- 
terest in  the  Pennsylvania  Chautauqua,  and  was  a regular  at- 
tendant during  its  Summer  Assembly.  His  hou.se  was  a place 
of  refinement,  stored  with  works  of  art,  and  wifh  a large  col- 
lection of  books,  of  which  he  was  a great  reader. 

He  wasoneoV  the  15  founders  of  the  Lebanon  County  His- 
corical  Society.  Annville  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens  in  his 
early  demise. 


S.  P.  H. 
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CHARLES  W.  FEW. 


Chaki.i-:s  W.  F};w  was  horn  in  .Lebanon,  .March  30,  1S54, 
a sou  of  Heal  and  Hannah  Few,  wlio  had  formerly  resided  at 
.Millersbnrg,  Dauphin  Co.,  Fa.  After  his  school  days  in  the 
schools  of  Lebanon  he  took  up  the  trade  of  tailoring  with  his 
cousin,  Samuel  Ramsey.  .\fter  completing  his  tailor  appren- 
ticeship he  left  that  trade  to  enter  the  First  National  Hank,  of 
Lebanon,  in  1870,  of  which  the  late  Oeorge  Oleim  was  the 
cashier.  Later,  as  clerk,  he  entered  the  Dime  Savings  Hank, 
and  when  that  Hank  was  converted  intotheTrust  and  Safe  De- 
posit Hank  by  the  Coleman  iuterestsMr.  jfew  served  as  teller. 
After  the  suspension  of  that  Hank  he  engaged  for  three  years 
ill  the  shoe  business,  and  then,  in  i >90,  was  called  to  the  position 
of  Cashier  of  the  First  National  Hank,  which  position  he  filled 
to  the  day  ofhi^  death,  July  le, 

He;?ides  his  ince.ssant  bank  duties,  he  was.the  Treasnrei  of  the- 
Fennsylvania  Chautaucpia,  a .iircctor  of  the  V.  .Nf.  C.  A.,  a 
member  of  theofhcial  board  of  Centena:ry  .Methodist  Hpiscopal 
Church,  Chorister  of  its  Sunday  School,  a member  of  its  choij., 
a member  of  the  old  Lebanon  Choral  Society,  a director  of  the 
Fidelity  Huildingand  Loan  Associattou^^a  member  of  the  Fire- 
men’s Aid  Association,  and  of  Washington  Camp,  No.  38 1,  F 
<)  S.  of  A.,  in  all  of  which  positions  his  sturdy  manhood,  his 
upright  bearing  and  his  Christian  character  were  e\'er  in  sharp- 
ly defined  manifestation.  Mr.  F'ew  became  a member  of  this 
society  Feb.  16,  1900. 

His  career  was  truly  an  ornament  to  the  community  in  which 
he  dwelt  and  for  which  he  so  usefully  wrought. 


S.  F.  H. 
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LEE  L.  GRUMBINE. 


■ Lek  L.  Grumhink  was  born  in  Fredericksburg,  Lebanon 
Co.,  July  25,  1858,  a son  of  John  P.  and  Maria  Grumbine. 
His  early  ancestor  emigrated  from  the  Rhine  country  alx)ut 
the  year  1755,  and  his  genealogy  connects  him  with  the  early 
Moravian  .settlers  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  through  his  pater- 
nal great-grandfather,  Peter  Fuehrer,  who  was  a Moravian 
teacher  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  New  World. 

He  was  educated  in  the  public  school,  Palatinate  College, 
Myerstown,  and  the  Wesleyan  University , Middletown,  Conn., 
graduating  there  in  1S81.  After  his  University  lourse  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  during  which  time  he  also  studied  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Lebanon  County  in  18S4.  p'or 
seven  years  he  continued  to  practice  law,  a part  of  the  time  as 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Gobin  & Grumbine.  Leaving  that 
practice  temporarily,  he  founded  the  Lei  anon  Daily  Report  in 
1899,  and  remained  its  editor  for  four  years,  as  well  as  its  guid- 
ing hand  and  part  owner.  Through  the  editorship  of  that 
journal  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  establishing  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Chautauqua,  Mt.  Gretna,  and  the  Pennsylvania  German 
Society.  In  1898  he  took  editorial  charge  of  the  Harrisburg 
Conimonweallh^Si  journal  issued  in  the  interest  of  the  Prohibi- 
tion party  during  the  famous  Swallow  c;^npaign  of  that  year. 
In  1894  he  resumed  the  active  practice  of  law  and  later  became 
one  of  the  promoters  of  tht  Lebanon  County  Trust  Coiupanv, 
was  one  of  its  directors,  and  served  as  its  solicitor,  and  in  these 
dual  professional  capacities  he  wasmainly  engaged  to  the  day 
of  his  death,  August  18,  1904. 

Even  only  as  lawyer  and  journalist  it  is  somewhat  difficult 
to  adequately  set  forth,  within  the  limits  prescribed  us,  the  ver- 
satility of  the  man.  His.  field  of  activity  was  so  wide  as  to 
challenge  an  ampler  account  than  has  yet  been  accorded  him. 
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Although  we  knew  him  as  a man  of  wide  culture,  a man  of 
great'  elocutionary  powers,  an  able  writer,  an  insistent  advocate 
of  the  right,  a fearless  accuser  of  the  wrong,  yet  ever  kind  and 
considerate  to  all  manner  of  men;  affable  in  all  his  ways,  a man 
who  lived  a clean  and  correct  life,  yet  there  is  perhaps  no  part 
of  his  work  that  we,  certainly  those  of  us  of  German  antecedent^, 
may  remember  with  more  satisfaction  and  gratitude  than  the 
advance  made  by  him  in  reducing  into  written,  classical  and 
poetic  form  our  and  his  mother  tongue,  the  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
man dialect,  a dialect  yet  much  in  vogue  right  here  in  our 
own  community . Whatever  others  preceding  him  may  have 
done  to  pave  the  way,  Mr.  Grumbine’s  work  largely  advanced 
it  in  form  for  literary  expression,  gave  it  a firmer  status,  and 
more  fully  exemplified  its  capabilities  for  true  poetic  diction. 
It  was  nearly  the  last  work  of  his  too  short  life  to  gather  into 
one  sheaf  these  separate  gleanings  of  his  brief  harvesting,  and 
we  have  that  sheaf  now  in  “Der  Dengelstoch  and  Other  Poems 
and  Translations.” 

In  our  narrower  relation  to  him  here  in  our  own  circle  we 
wish  to  remember  him  as  one  of  the  15  founders  of  the  Lebanon 
County  Historical  Society,  and  for  the  wise  counsel  and  the 
ever-ready  aid  he  gave  the  Society  from  the  beginning  to  his 
end. 

The  Cynjc  has  said,  and  perliaps  with  some  truth:  “ When 

you  laugh  the  worUl  laughs  with  you,  when  you  weep  you 
weep  alone.’  It  shall  uot  be  so  said  of  us.  We  grieve  with 
those  who  are  grieved,  and  we  .sorrowfully  say  that  the  loss  of 
these  tliree  bright  men  is,  as  it  is  to  their  nearer  ones,  also  our 
loss. 

S.  P.  H. 
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